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10 March 2023
Dear Highland Environment Forum Members,
You'll hear lots about the High Life Highland Rangers Highland Wildflower Meadows Mosaic soon - but in the meantime you can give rangers Marcia O'Hara and Jenny Grant a hand to get some spring plots started - take a look at the events further down the newsletter.:
News
· 47 organisations sign the Stop Climate Chaos Scotland and Scottish Environment LINK letter to the SNP leadership candidates urging them to publicly state their commitment to strong action on climate and nature 

· City of Edinburgh Council declares nature emergency
· Crown Estate Scotland:  First joint market engagement on Carbon Capture Utilisation and Storage is launched 

· Household textile waste worst for environment - Zero Waste Scotland
· Returning beavers to Glen Affric
· What is the UN High Seas Treaty and why is it needed?
Blogs
· Peatlands – the jewels in Scotland’s crown, Scotland's Nature 

· Save Britain’s Rivers: Why we’re campaigning to rescue UK waterways, New Scientist
Citizen Science
· BTO woodcock survey
· The big microplastic survey
· Scottish Adder Survey for land owners and land managers. Closes 31 March 

· Knockbain Farm, near Dingwall is keen to work with the Buglife Initiative 'Guardians of our Rivers' which will give training in invertebrate monitoring to indicate the health of rivers. You can find out more by following the link above and get in touch with Hannah at hannah@agri-environmental.co.uk 
Research
· Bumblebees learn new “trends” in their behaviour by watching and learning
· 'Plasticosis': a new disease caused by plastic that is affecting seabirds
Active Travel
· The Inverness Active Travel Hub from Velocity gives lots of advice and maps for walks and cycles around the city. 
Consultation
· Scottish Government: National parks - challenge exercise: summary analysis
Jobs
· Findhorn Watershed Initiative - various tender opportunities. Closing date 17 March 

· BASC Head of Uplands. Closing date 19 March 

· RSPB Loch Ruthven Summer Ranger. Closing date 24 March 

· BASC Director Scotland. Closing date 2 April 

· North West Highlands Geopark Manager. Closing date 7 April
Events
Wildflower meadow making with High Life Highland Rangers
Easter Ross
Meadow making workshops
Learn about meadows and what species they support, and help to make a start on creating a wildflower meadow patch - equipment provided, but you may want to bring gloves. Tea and coffee provided. Bring some warm and waterproof clothing. F﻿or more info contact Marcia O'Hara at marcia.o'hara@highlifehighland.com
· 21 March @ 10.30 - 13.00 Meadow Making Workshop, Dingwall  

· 29 March @ 10.30 - 13.00  Meadow Making Workshop, North Kessock Village  

· 30 March @ 10.30 - 13.00  Meadow Making Workshop,Joss Street Hall, Invergordon
Wester Ross
Preparing the seedbed
All these work parties will be preparing the sites ready for wildflower meadow planting, so - there will be lots of digging! There will be a few tools available, but please bring your own spades and gloves if you wish. For more info contact  jenny.grant@highlifehighland.com   M: 07917307499. No need to book. 

· 21 March @ 11.00 - 13.00 Kinlochewe beside the picnic benches  

· 23 March @ 10.30- 13.00 Aultbea  at the Aird  

· 23 March @ 14.30 - 17.00 Gairloch  at the Gairloch Community Hall  

· 28 March @ 14.30 - 17.00 Morefield Ullapool  at Morefield Place
All other events
March
· 11 and 12 March 09.30 - 16.00 Black Isle Brewery Dry-stone dyking with Brian Wilson 

· 13 March 2023 @ 10 - 12.30 Nature Restoration Jobs and Skills Online Conference  

· 13 March @ 18.00 - 18.45 Farm for Scotland's Future webinar, Scottish Environment Link 

· 14 March @ 11.00 - 11.45 Butterfly Conservation, Making amenity grasslands nature-positive
· 14 March @ 09.30 - 15.00 Peatland Action Planning an upland peatland restoration project , Glen Strathfarrar

· 14 March @ 10.00 - 16.00 Woodland management on Beinn Eighe National Nature Reserve. Booking TBC

· 14 March 2023 @10.00-11.00 and 16 March 2023 @14.00-15.00 (same online seminar) KSB, Nature & Biodiversity training for the climate emergency. Booking TBC

· 15 March @ 10.00 - 16.00  Woodland Trust, Loch Arkaig: Right tree, right place. 

· 16 March @ The Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust, Whale Track and Photo ID Training (online) Details TBC 

· 16 March @ 19.30 Assynt Field Club. Assynt’s Nature – Photographs from the Ground Up. Speaker David Haines in-person @ Stoer Hall and online - email assyntwildlife@gmail.com for zoom link 

· 22 March @ 10.00 - 11.30 Why Circular Procurement is Better for Business, Zero Waste Scotland (online) 

· 22 March @ 13.30 - 15.30 High Life Highland Ranger Lichen Safari at Ledmore and Migdale  

· 22 March @ 7pm Discovering Scotland’s reptiles Amphibian and Reptile Conservation training (online) 

· 28 March @ 19.00 Skye and Lochalsh Environment Forum Members' evening. Contact info@slef.org.uk to get a zoom link 

· 29 March @7pm - Introduction to surveying Scotland’s reptiles Amphibian and Reptile Conservation training (online) 

· 30 March @ 10.30 - 14.00  Meadow Making Workshop, Joss Street Hall, Invergordon with Marcia O'Hara, High Life Highland Ranger

April
· 3 April @ 19.00 - 22.00 High Life Highland Ranger Bothy Tales and Marshmallows, Lochinver 

· 6 April  @ 19.30 Assynt Field Club. Otters: Ecology and Conservation, speaker Dr. Paul Yoxon (International Otter Survival Fund).  in-person @ Stoer Hall and online - email assyntwildlife@gmail.com for zoom link 

· 18 April @ 19.00 - 20.30 Introduction to Birdsong webinar. Dan Puplett (online)
· 20 April  @ 19.30 Assynt Field Club. Birds of St. Kilda and the Western Isles, speaker Tony Mainwood. in-person @ Stoer Hall and online - email assyntwildlife@gmail.com for zoom link 

· 23 April @ 10.00 - 15.30 Bird Language - Interpreting Calls and Behaviour Dan Puplett. Marcassie Farm, Forres. 

· 25-28 April @10.00 - 15.30pm Tracks and Signs - 4 Day Course  Dan Puplett. Marcassie Farm, Forres.
May
· 13 and 14 May. Two BTO breeding bird survey and bird calls training days: Glenmore (Aviemore). Saturday 13th May.  and Dunglass Island (Conon Bridge). Sunday 14th May
· 13 May @10.30 - 16.00 Spring Foraging Dan Puplett. Marcassie Farm, Forres.
· 16 May @ 11.00  - 15.00 High Life Highland Ranger Clachtoll Broch and Coastal walk
With regards,
Caroline
Caroline Vawdrey  (1.5 days per week)  T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot, and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
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